
GLOBAL LEADERS IN  
INNOVATION 2019
Every year, the Global Innovation Index ranks the innovation 
performance of nearly 130 economies around the world.
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THE TOP 
5 GLOBAL 
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UPPER-MIDDLE  
INCOME
China
Malaysia
Bulgaria
Thailand
Montenegro

HIGH  
INCOME
Switzerland
Sweden
United States of America
Netherlands
United Kingdom

LOW  
INCOME
Rwanda
Senegal
United Republic of Tanzania
Tajikistan
Uganda

LOWER-MIDDLE 
INCOME
Viet Nam
Ukraine
Georgia
India
Mongolia

NORTHERN  
AMERICA
United States of America
Canada

EUROPE
Switzerland
Sweden
Netherlands
United Kingdom
Finland

LATIN AMERICA 
AND THE  
CARIBBEAN
Chile
Costa Rica
Mexico
Uruguay
Brazil

SUB-SAHARAN  
AFRICA

South Africa
Kenya

Mauritius
Botswana

Rwanda

CENTRAL AND
SOUTHERN 

ASIA
India

Iran (Islamic 
Republic of)
Kazakhstan

Sri Lanka
Kyrgyzstan

SOUTH EAST ASIA  
AND OCEANIA

Singapore
Republic of Korea
Hong Kong, China

China
Japan

NORTHERN AFRICA 
AND WESTERN ASIA

Israel
Cyprus

United Arab Emirates
Georgia

Turkey
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BUSINESS  
SOPHISTICATION

Luxembourg
Knowledge-intensive employment

Thailand
Gross expenditure on R&D financed by business

Ukraine
Females employed with advanced degrees

United States of America
University and industry research collaboration

Italy
State of cluster development

Viet Nam
High-tech imports

INSTITUTIONS
Singapore

Political and operational stability

Norway
Government effectiveness

New Zealand
Ease of starting a business

INFRASTRUCTURE
Republic of Korea
Government online service

Germany
Logistics performance

Nepal
Gross capital formation

Switzerland
Environmental performance

MARKET  
SOPHISTICATION

Rwanda
Microfinance as share of GDP

Canada
Venture capital deals

China
Domestic market capital

KNOWLEDGE  
AND TECHNOLOGY  

OUTPUTS
Finland

PCT patent applications

Estonia
New business creation

Ireland
Computer software spending

Czech Republic
High-tech net exports

India
ICT services exports

CREATIVE  
OUTPUTS

Turkey
Industrial designs by origin

Costa Rica
Cultural and creative services exports

Mongolia
National feature films

Malaysia
Creative goods exports

Israel
Mobile app creation

HUMAN CAPITAL  
AND RESEARCH
Hong Kong, China

Performance of pupils in reading,  
math, and science

Iran (Islamic Republic of)
Graduates in science and engineering

Japan
Gross expenditure on R&D

United Kingdom
Quality of universities

THRIVING WITH 
INNOVATION  2019
A healthy global innovation ecosystem draws from everywhere. 
See who is leading in the different dimensions of the  
Global Innovation Index 2019.
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