
G etting  S ta rted  w ith  A P I
Y our p roprietary applications are  only  as good as the da ta  tha t drives them !  U sing  B loom berg ’s  AP I

- Applica tion  P rog ram  Interface  you can  feed B loom berg  data - the  industry  s tanda rd in to  your
app lica tions v ia M icroso ft E xce l.  T hen us ing  E xcel functiona lity  you  can custom ize  the  data to  fit

you r ind iv idual needs and m ake  the  best investm ent decis ions!

S tep  1  - Locate  th e D D E  A dd-In  To o lbar

If  you  canno t loca te  th is  check  you r D D E  A dd -In . F irs t B loom berg  shou ld  appea r be tw een  D ata  and  W indow  on the  E xce l
too lba r. If no t C lick on T ools /A dd -Ins  and  find  the B LP .X LA . F or m ore  info rm a tion  on  dow n loading the  so ftw a re  and
unde rs tanding the  com ponents  o f the  A P I and com m un ica tions , type A P I < G O > .

S tep  2  - C reating  a  B as ic  Tab le using  the Tab le  W izard

C lick on  the Tab le  W izard  Icon

a) -  S tep  1  o f the  W izard  -  En ter a secu rity
fo llow ed  by c lick ing on  the  app rop ria te ye llow
sector key.  Then c lick  A dd .  R epea t fo r add itiona l
secu rities. Then C lick N ext>.

b) -  S tep  2 o f the W izard  - C lick on a fo lder, c lick  the
fie ld you  w an t then  c lick A dd. C ontinue  for o ther fie lds. If
you  cannot find a pa rticu lar fie ld  c lick the F ie ld  S earch
button and en te r the  nam e o f the fie ld . C lick N ext> .

c) -  S tep  3  o f the  W izard  - S pecify  the
o rientation of the  Table and the L ink type.
C lick F in ish.

Y ou r Tab le w ill appea r in  Exce l.

S tep  3  - E diting  the Tab le  - C lick  on the “hom e cell” - the b lank cell in  the  upper
le ft co rne r of the  tab le  (A 1 in  above exam ple). N ow  c lick back on  the  Table W iza rd Icon
M ake  your edits , then  c lick  F in ish.



S tep  4  - E dit Tab le  W ithout U s ing  the  Tab le W izard

a .) To A dd S ecurities  - Type additional security
id ’s  and yellow  secto r key benea th  the  o rig inal
secu rities. Then c lick on “hom e cell” and then
click  on the F ill R ange  icon         on  D D E  too lbar.

b .) To A dd D ata  F ie lds  - In  the  above exam ple you  w ill
add  data fie lds to the righ t of the  o rig inal fie ld i.e . D 1. To
find  the  appropriate fie ld  m nem on ics c lick on  the  F ie ld
S earch icon

    Y ou  w ill get the  a  d ia logue box w here you  enter the fie ld
nam e and  run a sea rch. S e lect from  you r sea rch and
e ither type  the  m nem onic  in  a  ce ll o r double c lick on  the
m nem onic then  c lick D one. T o fill the new  da ta  - C lick on
the  “hom e ce ll”  and  c lick  the  F ill R ange  icon

S tep  5  - B LP  () S ta tem en ts

     Y ou m ay a lso fill da ta  in to you r sp readshee t by w riting  s im ple  fo rm ulas or BLP  S ta tem en ts that
w rite  d irectly  to  the D D E  serve r.  The s ta tem en ts a llow  flex ib ility  in  the  data layou t and the
custom ization of your ow n proprietary fo rm u las.

The syn tax is  as fo llow s:

=blp (security ,fie lds )

In  the  exam p le , C e ll B 2 can  be popu la ted by w riting  any
com b ina tion  o f the  fo llow ing:

=blp (A 2,B 2)

or

=b lp (“IB M  Eq uity”,”P x Las t”) o r =b lp (A 2,”Px  Las t”)

    N o tice  the fo rm u la  in the  fo rm u la  bar. T he  D D E  link
is  c reated once  you  type  the  form u la  and  h it <G O > .

S tep  6 - Turn  O n/O ff the D D E L in k

     Y ou m ay c lick  on  the  L ightn ing  bolt on  the  D D E  too lbar to  enable/d isab le  the  D D E  link.  C lick
on          A  d ia logue box w ill appea r and  instruct you to  e ithe r enable or d isab le  the  rea l-tim e
updates.

O ther D D E  To o ls :

     T he re are  tw o  o ther W iza rds on the D D E  Too lbar that ope rate s im ila r to  the Tab le  W izard. The
H isto ry W izard         a llow s you to  dow nload a tim e series of data. The B ulk  W izard           a llow s
you  to dow n load  “bulk” in form a tion  i.e . index m em bers, bu lk  descrip tion , etc .

D ata M essages:

    Y ou  w ill see da ta  m essages i.e . #N /A  or #R EF  in  the  fie lds for w h ich  you are  requesting da ta .
Fo r a  lis t o f com m on m essages and their m eanings, p lease  type  A PI <G O >.

For m ore de tailed  instruc tions on  using  the B lo om berg  A PI, type A P I <G O >.
FO R  A SS IST A N C E -- H IT  T H E  <H E LP > K E Y TW IC E


